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DATA  A ND  D E F I N I T I ON S
The primary data sources are the 1990, 2000, and 2004  
U.S. Census.  
Household income includes wage and salary income and  
all other income earned by persons over 15 living in the 
household. Income is defined broadly to include business 
profits, interest, dividends, and real estate investment.
Table 1. Three New England states are in the 
nation’s top-10 states with highest household 
incomes (2004)
 Median Household Income, $ National Rank
Connecticut 60,528 2
Massachusetts 55,580 5
New Hampshire 55,580 6
Rhode Island 48,722 13
Vermont 46,543 18
Maine 42,163 27
U. S. 44,684 —
New England states have some of the lowest  
poverty rates in the nation (2004)
 % Below Poverty Level National Rank





Rhode Island 13 30
U. S. 13 —
		 2	 C A R S E Y 	 I N S T I T U T E
Figure 1. Growth in Income Inequality between 
1989 and 2004.
Source: Public Use Micro Data Files 1990 Census, 2000 Census, 
2005 American Community Survey.
Table 2. Income inequality has grown in New  
England through changes in the high and low 
income quintiles
1989–2004: Average Household Real Income Changes
 % Change in New England Change in the US
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